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militarism and capitalism on one hand, parliamentarism and
Socialism on the other. This new alignment was 10 last until the
nineteen-thirties, when—as will be shoun later—yet another
reshuffle of parties took place, splitting both Right and Left
into the alignment which culminated in Vichy versus Resist-
ance.1
Andre Siegfried dates the spread of Marxism and of anti-
nationalist feeling from the eighteen-nineties: starting with the
young intellectuals, but spreading to all who were dissatisfied
with the existing social order. A generation of peace and the
diversion of colonial expansion had damped down the passion
for revanche, and military service had become, for the ordinary
citizen, a burdensome duty which he wanted to see curtailed.
The last big war-scare had been nearly a decade before, at the
height of the Boulangist crisis. The Left produced no fiery
nationalist leader to cry that the nation was in danger and the
frontiers should be manned—that had been Boulangers cry,
and he had been utterly discredited. Gambetta was dead and
had become vieuxjeu for the rising generation. The hey-day of
Clemenceau in foreign policy was not yet come. The hour be-
longed to the internationalist and pacifist Left, though the less
optimistic Delcasse, ever alert against the German threat, was
at the Quai d'Orsay from 1898 until 1905. Perhaps his very suc-
cess in frustrating German designs in these years helped to
breed a false sense of security in France, as the new century
dawned. It is characteristic of French politics in this new cen-
tury that Clemenceau himself, in his first Ministry of 1906,
should—despite his fears of Germany—accept reductions in
the Army's budget which were imposed on him by party com-
petition between Radicals and Socialists.2
The nationalist function of democracy, in the eyes of a Radi-
cal like ClemenceaUj was the systematic reconciliation of indi-
vidual and group interests so as to produce'solidarity'—solidar-
1	Cf. Chapter II, pp. 66-71 for the new oligarchy of the Republic
and Chapter VI on the alignment of forces under Vichy.
2	Cf. A. Siegfried:  op. cit., p. 106 ff., and D. Halevy: op. cit.,
PP- 33*4- Peguy wrote of 1894—'un socialisme jeune homme venait
de naitre*.

